Back   To  Africa
1903
WHILE Gandhi was on the high seas, the Indian Congress was
held for the first time in his province at Ahmedabad in December
1902. It commenced at an earlier date than in previous years
because of the coronation durbar of Edward VII, which was to be
held on January i, in Delhi. Under Surendranath Banerjea's presi-
dentship this Congress passed a new resolution on South Africa:
"In view of the admitted loyalty of these Indian settlers and the help
rendered by them during the war, as well as the invaluable help
rendered by India to the British Empire at the most critical time, the
Congress fervently prays that the Government of India will be
pleased to take the necessary practical steps to secure a just, equi-
table, and liberal treatment of the Indian settlers in South Africa."
Any Indian could at any time enter the Transvaal before the Boer
War. But now every Indian had to apply for a permit to the newly
created Asiatic Department the object of which was to segregate the
Indians from the whites. Gandhi on his arrival secured his permit
through the good offices of his old friend, the Police Superintendent
of Durban.
Gandhi now wanted to contact Chamberlain, the purpose for
which he had hurried to South Africa. Chamberlain who had come
to win the hearts of the Englishmen and Boers gave a cold shoulder
to the Natal Indian deputation. "You know,9'he said to Gandhi, "the
Imperial Government have little control over self-governing colonies/*
From Natal Gandhi hastened to Pretoria, reaching there on
January i, 1903. He had to prepare the case for Indians there as
well and submit it to Mr. Chamberlain. The Pretoria officers had
wanted to keep Gandhi out somehow and they were rather puzzled
to see him there already. They wanted to prosecute him under the
new Peace Preservation Ordinance which provided that any one
entering the Transvaal without a permit; should be liable to arrest